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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

 

JUDGE ALEXANDER SPICOLA BOKOR 

 

RE: COVID-19 MITIGATION  

ZOOM REQUIREMENT FOR 

ALL MATTERS IN DIVISION 13 

(UPDATED EMERGENCY ORDER 4/1/2020) 

___________________________________/ 

 

CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION 13 EMERGENCY ORDER REQUIRING THE USE OF 

ZOOM FOR ALL PROCEEDINGS OTHER THAN JURY TRIALS 

 

Pursuant to relevant Florida Supreme Court and Eleventh Judicial Circuit administrative 

orders to avoid or limit the spread of COVID-19, no in-person appearances will be permitted in 

Division 13 absent further order and all proceedings in Division 13 (Judge Bokor) shall be 

conducted via Zoom unless another method is arranged and approved in advance.  

Matters will continue to be set utilizing CourtMap. Once set, registered parties will 

receive a follow-up email from the Court via the CourtMap at least 24 hours before your 

hearing with Zoom information.  All counsel and self-represented parties must have their 

email registered through the e-filing service portal 

(https://www.myflcourtaccess.com/default.aspx). If you are registered and your hearing is 

set, you do not need to contact the Court unless you have not received an email with the 

Zoom information 24 hours before your hearing.   

You must register in advance of the hearing with Zoom to use the full audiovisual 

capability.  However, you can still call in to your hearing through Zoom using a telephone using 

the number provided if you do not have access to a computer, smartphone, or tablet with a camera 

and internet connection.   Visit https://www.zoom.us for more information.  This order applies to 

all proceedings including but not limited to evidentiary and nonevidentiary hearings on motion 

https://www.myflcourtaccess.com/default.aspx
https://www.zoom.us/


2 
 

 

calendar or specially set, case management conferences, show cause hearings, calendar calls or 

non-jury trials. Jury trials are exempt from this order.  Currently, jury trials have been canceled 

through April 2020. Future trial periods shall proceed as scheduled but will be reevaluated as 

necessary. Please refer to the division website for regular updates as they become available.   

This order amends previous emergency orders issued by this division and is further subject 

to amendment as the Court obtains more information and guidance from local, state, and federal 

authorities.  Please check the court website (https://www.jud11.flcourts.org), and division website 

(https://www.jud11.flcourts.org/Judge-Details?judgeid=1103&sectionid=10) regularly for the 

latest information. 

BACKGROUND 

On March 11, 2020, Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles T. Canady issued  an 

administrative order on behalf of the Florida State Courts in response to COVID-19 noting that 

“the Governor of Florida has declared a state of emergency exists and the Surgeon General and 

State Health Officer has declared a public health emergency exists.” AOSC20-12 at 1.  The Chief 

Justice explained that “preparations for COVID-19 are now a high priority in the Florida State 

Courts System”  and ordered that measures be put in place “with the policy of mitigating the impact 

of COVID-19 while keeping the courts open to the fullest extent consistent with public safety.”  

Id. at 2.  Such measures include the “use of technology, electronic documents, electronic 

communications, and other electronic means of conducting court business to mitigate the spread 

of COVID-19, to the extent consistent with law.”  Id. at 3.   

Further, through a subsequent March 13, 2020 administrative order, all rules limiting the 

use of telephonic or other technological means to conduct remote appearances have been waived.  

See AOSC20-13 at 3-4. This Circuit has implemented AO20-05 (March 31, 2020), permitting the 

https://www.jud11.flcourts.org/
https://www.jud11.flcourts.org/Judge-Details?judgeid=1103&sectionid=10
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judges of this Court to resume nonemergency judicial activities remotely, and noting that facilities 

have been put into place to allow the use of Zoom. Accordingly, in conformity with the relevant 

administrative orders and this Court’s inherent authority to manage its docket, and in line with 

federal, state, and local public health advisories and orders, this division shall implement Zoom as 

the default method for all matters (except for jury trials) unless another method is approved by the 

Court in advance of the hearing.  

Now, more than ever, the Court encourages open communication, creativity, planning, 

professionalism, understanding, and agreement where appropriate. Communicating in advance, 

narrowing issues, and submitting agreed orders via CourtMap where possible is cost-effective and 

saves time. The Court does not accept binders or items mailed in advance of a hearing.  For a 

contested issue, anything that is to be reviewed should be docketed sufficiently in advance of the 

hearing that it appears on the electronic docket. In specific circumstances, an email to the judicial 

assistant copying all parties submitted prior to the hearing may contain supporting material that 

need not otherwise be docketed or is yet to show on the docket.   

EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS/ NONJURY TRIALS 

The parties must meet and confer in advance of the hearing to agree to as much as possible 

regarding procedure and evidentiary issues.  Documents should be reviewed by the parties in 

advance, and where possible, stipulated to as to authenticity and admissibility.  Any issues should 

be presented to the court as appropriate and in as organized a fashion as possible.  Documents 

sought to be introduced should be shared with all parties and docketed in advance of the hearing.  

If there are any issues, these issues to the extent possible should be identified and set for a status 

conference or separate hearing before the day and time of the evidentiary hearing. 
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Witnesses should be discussed by the parties in advance, and, where possible, stipulated as 

to the authenticity (that the person who is appearing on the phone is who they purport to be).  A 

party seeking to call a witness should ensure that the witness is appearing via Zoom video.  The 

witness should have appropriate identification and be prepared to provide such information to the 

Court. If there are any issues with documents or witnesses sought to be introduced, the Court may 

in its discretion, and consistent with all applicable rules of evidence and relevant procedural rules, 

allow, allow for a limited purpose, or disallow such witness or document to be introduced. 

The court system takes seriously the health and welfare of litigants, counsel, court staff and 

the countless professionals that make our courts function.  This is an evolving situation. Be patient. 

Plan and discuss issues in advance. Please review the website often for updates.  Counsel should 

assist the Court in facilitating compliance with this order by unrepresented parties, including 

explaining the requirement of this order during a pre-hearing communication and providing a copy 

of this order to make sure all parties are registered and receiving court emails. Counsel should also 

reach out to court reporters and other professional, paraprofessional, and support to make sure that 

the necessary information in this order is conveyed and proper procedures are in place. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers in Miami-Dade County, Florida this April 1, 2020.

      

      _______/s/_____________________ 

       ALEXANDER SPICOLA BOKOR  

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 

 

 

Copy available on division website (https://www.jud11.flcourts.org/Judge-Details?judgeid=1103) 

 

https://www.jud11.flcourts.org/Judge-Details?judgeid=1103

